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Late modern colonial occupation difters in many ways from early mod-
ern occupation, particularly in its combining of the disciplinary, the bio-
political, and the necropolitical. The most accomplished form of necro-
power is the contemporary colonial occupation of Palestine. Here, the
colonial state derives its fundamental claim of sovereignty and legitimacy
from the authority of its own particular narrative of history and identity.
This narrative is itself underpinned by the idea that the state has a divine
right to exist, a narrative that competes with another for the same sacred
space. Because the two narratives are incompatible and th1 ; la-
tions are inextricably intertwined, a demarcation of the te
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case, claim a divine foundation: peoplehood itself is forge}
ship of one deity, and national identity is imagined as an T

an Other, against other deities.”* History, geography, cartography, and ar-
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Coordinates of black planetary studies
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In this paper, we define and give form to thgnascent field of black planetary studies. [We do this
by charting a treatise on the conceptual coordinates of the field. At 1ts base, 1t 1s the careful

suturing of black studies, indigenous, environmental, and planetary studies in the service of
breaching ontological boundaries. This redraws temporal parameters, recasts the human 1n
CRITICAL relation to natural ecologies, and thinks across species in ways that attend to relation and
coconstitutedness. As a response to the need to think beyond the limitations of the
Anthropocene, we centre place, the interface between the human, waterbodies, spiritual and
ancestral cosmologies, and plant and animal ecologies in our multispecies world. By
refiguring the parameters of our classic — colonial — knowledge agendas, we open new
ontological frontiers framed by a black worldview located on the African continent
although 1nsistently 1n relation to its black diasporas. Framed as black planetary, we attend
differently from environmentalists, green activists, and scholars of subjectivity whose
analysis often ends at the boundaries of the Anthropocene. Since place 1s central, we locate

the field 1n its black geographies manifest in Africa and South Africa more specifically.
Our intervention shifts the colonial order of things.|We cast Africa as a site of theory.
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