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“The environmental movement up till now has
necessarily been reactive. We have been clear about
what we don't like. But we also need to say what we

would like. We need to show where hope lies.

Ecological restoration is a work of hope.”

- George Monbiot, Feral
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SYMPOSIUM PROGRAMME

Creative Arts Building
Phipps Hall, First Floor

14:00 Simon Ayres: “What is Rewilding?”

15:00  Geoffrey Cox presents Tree People

16:00 Todd Andrew Borlik: “Abjuring Dominion:
Shakespeare's Tempest and the Draining

and Restoration of the English Fens”

16:30  Melanie Flynn: “Rewilding Britain: A
(green) criminologist's view."”

17:00  Panel discussion with the Colne Valley
Tree Society

Milton Building Theatres
19:15  Feral redux (Studio 2)

20:00 Moon Fool presents STORM (Studio 1)



14:00 Simon Ayres
“What is Rewilding?”
Phipps Hall, Creative Arts Building

This talk will address the following questions: What is
rewilding? What is the state of play in the UK? What
does it mean for people? As well as discussing the
benefits to us of having wild land, the last topic will be
an exploration around rewilding ourselves, what that
might entail and its relationship to culture and economy.

Simon Ayres is a professional forester specialising in
woodland creation and the transformation of conifer
plantations to native woodland. He has been associated with
the rewilding movement for many years. In 2004 he became a
founding member of the Wildland Network, which published
articles and organised conferences and was the main forum
for discussing wildland and rewilding in the UK. In 2007 he
established Wales Wild Land Foundation, dedicated to buying
land for rewilding in Wales, which has since been promoting
Cambrian Wildwood, a visionary project to rewild 7,000 acres
in the Cambrian Mountains.
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15:00 Screening of Tree People
dir. Geoffrey Cox
Creative Arts Building, Phipps Hall

Tree People is a 45-minute film documenting the
origins, development, activities and achievements of the
Colne Valley Tree Society (CVTS). Once a relatively
barren and scarred, post-industrial area, the Colne Valley
is, in its lower reaches, now quite heavily wooded, a
‘green lung’ for what is an increasingly densely
populated area. This transformation is in no small
measure due to the 300,000 trees planted by the Society
since its foundation in 1964; documenting this work is
therefore of considerable local historical importance.

Though there is a strong ecological and environmental
message in Tree People that may well provide possible
encouragement for other groups anywhere in the world,
it is not explicitly about this. Rather, it shows what can
be done by a group of dedicated local volunteers over
many decades who wanted, and continue to want, to
make a difference to the environment in which they live
— to soften it, to ‘green it up’ and mitigate the ravages of
the industrial revolution by planting trees, and doing so
in a place where the commonly accepted notion was that
‘trees won’t grow here’. The film concentrates on the
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detail of the landscape of the valley as well as being a
kind of audio-visual poem to the beauty of trees.

Geoffrey Cox is a senior lecturer in music and composer of
both acoustic and electronic music. Since the mid-2000s his
interest in filmmaking and especially working with visual
images in a musical context has come to the fore. This has
resulted in a number of solo and collaborative documentary
film projects: Cider Makers (Marley and Cox 2007), No
Escape (Cox 2009), A Film About Nice (Marley and Cox
2010) and Tree People (Cox, 2014). The soundtrack to A Film
About Nice won Best Sound Design / Editing in the Shorts
category at The Maverick Movie Awards 2012. He has
published articles in The Soundtrack, The New Soundtrack
and Contemporary Music Review on the contextual
underpinning of his work. Cox believes, like John Grierson
himself, that documentary film should aim at a 'transfigured
reality'in a 'recreated world' by going beyond pure
naturalism into poetry and that it is the evocative nature of
location sound and music that has the greatest power to do
this and thus show how things really are.
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16:00 Todd Andrew Borlik
“Abjuring Dominion: Shakespeare's
Tempest and the Draining and
Restoration of the English Fens”
Creative Arts Building, Phipps Hall

For the past half-century, Shakespeare's Tempest has
been framed as a play about the European encounter
with the “New World.” This talk reveals ways in which
Shakespeare's play is also deeply mired in contemporary
debates over the draining of the English fens. Borlik
contends that the plot of 7he Tempest derives from
legends of a medieval hermit battling fen-demons in
Lincolnshire. In Prospero's disavowal of his magic,
Borlik hears a premonition of current efforts to renounce
dominion over nature and restore the fens.

Todd Andrew Borlik was Assistant Professor at Bloomsburg
University in Pennsylvania before joining the English staff at
Huddersfield in 2014 as a Senior Lecturer. Todd’s research
aims to unfurl the vexed place of the natural world in the
writings of Shakespeare and his contemporaries. He is the
author of Ecocriticism and Early Modern English Literature
and over a dozen scholarly articles and is currently at work on
the first ever anthology of Renaissance environmental writing.
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16:30 Melanie Flynn
“Rewilding Britain: A (green)
criminologist’s view.”
Creative Arts Building, Phipps Hall

This talk will address some of the legal and
criminological issues that could result from a rewilding
programme for Britain. Considering both ecological and
esoteric aims of such programmes, Melanie will discuss
some of the potential consequences — positive and
negative, intended and unintended — for regulatory
regimes, crime opportunities and social and
environmental harms.

Melanie Flynn is a senior lecturer at Huddersfield University
and course leader for the BSc (Hons) in Criminology. She has
previously worked as a research fellow (UCL), a crime analyst
(Sussex Police) and a Special Constable (Derbyshire).
Melanie’s research interests lie in crime prevention, crime
placement and green criminology, with a particular focus on
harms involving animals. She has published on crime trends in
burglary and vehicle crime, crime concentrations in facilities,
situational crime prevention and wildlife crime.
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17:00 Panel discussion with
the Colne Valley Tree Society
Creative Arts Building, Phipps Hall

The Colne Valley Tree Society (CVTS) was founded in
1964 to establish the presence of native trees of British
provenance in and around the upper Colne Valley. The
aims of the society are to advance the education of the
public in the appreciation of the ecological
indispensability of trees and their amenity value and to
encourage planting and protection of trees in the Colne
Valley area. The initial plantings concentrated on 'waste
land' such as old quarries and tip sites and the Society
has continued this non-judgmental policy of working
with industry, agriculture and community groups.
Planting sites nearer to housing, which include public
access, constitute the Society’s commitment to urban
forestry, and to easy accessibility to woodland. At the
less populated end of the valley the society is concerned
with the establishment, restoration and management of
native oak/birch woodland.
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Philip Baxter (CVTS Chairman) was born in Huddersfield and
attended Colne Valley High School, whilst living in
Linthwaite. He went away to Polytechnic but returned to
Linthwaite after graduating and joined CVTS in 1991 partly
for something to do and partly because his uncle was involved.
He became Chairman of CVTS around the year 2000. He
currently lives in Slaithwaite and works as a manager in a
local textile mill.

Simon Lyes (CVTS Secretary) moved to the Colne Valley 12
years ago, and was looking for a way to meet people and make
a contribution to the community. He saw a poster in the local
newsagent's window, saying that the Colne Valley Tree
Society was looking for volunteers. At first he just went along
and planted trees every Saturday morning, but after a couple
of years became secretary of the Society, still a volunteer, but
responsible for most of the day-to-day administration. This
involves liaison with suppliers, landowners, the local authority
and national organisations such as the National Trust,
Natural England and the Woodland Trust. This has been an
exciting learning experience, given that his professional
background is in College and University libraries.
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19:15 Feral redux
Milton Building, Studio 2

Last autumn, a group of undergraduate students set out
to devise a theatrical adaptation of George Monbiot’s
polemic nonfiction book, Feral: Rewilding the Land, Sea
and Human Life (Penguin Books, 2014). After numerous
rehearsals and a sunrise expedition into the Peak District,
they created a performance that combined a biographical
sketch of Monbiot with a mad clown show and a
movement installation. This short presentation will offer
a glimpse into our process.

Directed by Ben Spatz.

Devised and performed by Faim Aslam, Joe Biltcliffe,
Emma Busby, Molly Charnley, Rebecca Ellis, Alienor
Hewson, Francesca Leon, Christopher Lomax, Gareth
Orr, Kyle Sinclair, Harry Stafford, Patricia Tothova, and
Hannah Welsby.
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Ben Spatz is Senior Lecturer in Drama, Theatre and
Performance at the University of Huddersfield. He is the
author of What a Body Can Do: Technique as Knowledge,
Practice as Research (Routledge 2015) as well as several
articles that investigate embodied research in physical culture,
performing arts, and everyday life. Ben moved to Huddersfield
in 2013 from New York City, where he performed and
presented work at Abrons Arts Center, New York Live Arts,
Movement Research Festival, and the Lincoln Center
Rubenstein Atrium.
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20:00 STORM
Milton Building, Studio 1

STORM is a new theatre and music production by
London-based company Moon Fool, based on
Shakespeare’s Tempest. At Huddersfield, a condensed
“essay” version of STORM will be presented by director
Anna-Helena McLean, performer Ezra Faroque Khan,
and video artist Matt Smith (VIDEOfeet).

About the full version:

“Charged with lightning and magic, a cast of
international performers weave together original live
music, singing, theatre, acrobatics and movement to
capture the wild battle between humanity and nature.
Audiences are immersed in a world of fantasy, spectacle
and haunting beauty, balancing the ageless work of
Shakespeare with the climatic dilemmas that face our
global family today.”

“Gripping and relentless” - Chicago Tribune.

The performance will be followed by an interactive
Q&A session with the artists.
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Anna-Helena McLean was a principal performer of
Gardzienice in Poland from 2000-2007 in works including
Metamorphoses and Electra. Leader of international music &
theatre exchange work worldwide since 2004. As composer &
ensemble coach, productions include Yerma, with Kathryn
Hunter,; Arquiem, Periplum (RNT); Nothing Left To Lose,
Company Collisions (LIMF); Glasgow Girls (NTS), It's a
Wonderful Life, Theatre Ad Infinitum (Bush); Bangarang
(Dundee Rep). Founding principal of Awake Projects, Awake
Love Orchestra and Awake Youth. Guest director at the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland since 2004 as well as NSD, Delhi;
DePaul Uni, Chicago,; Volda College, Norway. Lecturer in
extended voice and performance, University of Winchester. As
a director, productions include The Lear; Richard III, Aegis
Productions; Romeo and Juliet; and Mme Butterfly (1J
Productions). As actor-producer/musician-composer,
productions include 111 Met by Moonlight, Trestle; Titania - A
Solo Cabaret; How To Be Immortal, Penny Dreadful
Productions. Musician and singer for Award winning new
play, King Charles 111 directed by Rupert Goold (Almeida,
West End, Broadway). More about Moon Fool at
<www.moonfool.com>.
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Ezra Faroque Khan is an actor and teaches movement, voice
and theatre both nationally and internationally. He is an
accomplished martial artist too. Further to acting, he has also
worked proficiently as a movement director with several well-
established theatre companies and venues.

Performance credits include Untied Colours of FrustAsian for
Southbank/Cast, The Kite Runner for Nottingham/Liverpool
Playhouse, Macbeth for Song of the Goat/RSC, Lord of the
Flies and Unsuitable Girls for Pilot Theatre Company,
Twelfth Night for The National Theatre and The Caucasian
Chalk Circle for Complicite. Film credits include Marvel,
Trespass Against Us, No Place To Go.

VIDEOfeet is an artistic and commercial organisation that
proudly creates innovative films, motion graphics, web design
and live digital media performance. In film and animation they
specialise in bringing their collective creativity together to
produce commercial and artistic works in new and unique
ways. They make everything you see and hear on the screen
and are proud to say that they can service every aspect of a
project from script to completion. As artists their work lies at
the intersection of moving image, sound art, visual art and live
performance. They are funded by Arts Council England and
regularly collaborate with a diverse mix of international
artists.
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